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Hebrews 3:1 – 19 

Introduction 

In order to properly understand what is being said in the following chapters, we must keep in 

sight the audience (Hebrew Christians). I keep saying this, and it will become clearer as we move 

forward. We must also understand that we are indirect participants. While we can apply much of 

Hebrews directly to us, we’re learning as a result of what the writer is saying to someone else. 

Jesus Christ is presented as God’s mouthpiece, replacing the prophets. He is the Creator of all 

things. He died as a sacrifice to take away our sin. He is seated at the right hand of God. He is 

better than the angels, or any of God’s messengers, for that matter. 

I Consider, Holy Brethren (v1) 

This verse is another argument for the Pauline authorship of Hebrews. The phrases “holy 

brethren” and “partakers of the heavenly calling” have double meanings. The Jews relate to this 

because they are God’s chosen people. A Jewish Christian – or any Christian – sees these 

phrases in a whole new light. They are brethren, not because they were born Jews, but because 

they have been born again in Christ. 

He then calls upon them to consider Jesus Christ, whom he refers to as the Apostle (John 20:21 - 

office of Moses) and High Priest (office of Aaron) of our profession. 

II Greater Than Moses (v2-6) 

He has made the case that Christ is better than the angels. Now he turns his attention to Moses: 

 Compared (v2) – both were faithful 

 Exceeded (v3-4) – Moses the house; Christ the builder of that house 

 Greater (v5-6) – Moses as a servant; Jesus as a son: Moses looking forward; Christ in the 

here and now 

Christ is better than the angels; Christ is better than Moses.  

III Some Big IFs 

That’s nice. So what? The relevance is that we can become part of the house of God – the church 

– IF…. 

If passages seem contradictory, which one is true? They both are. It doesn’t mean the Bible is 

wrong; it means our understanding is incomplete. 

We don’t build a doctrine on one verse. And we’re never afraid of what the Bible says. So look 

at v14. The word “confidence” is in both verses. Both mean “assurance”, but are different Greek 

words. V6 is bold assurance, as opposed to v14. 

“If” is conditional. Does this mean we can do something – or not do something – that will cause 

us to lose our salvation? I believe there is not. Once saved, always saved. Some do not believe 

that. I believe some of the so-called disagreements are merely a matter of perspective and word 

usage. But let’s not jump to conclusions. Let’s keep reading. 



Note the parentheses from the beginning of v7 through the end of v11. If we eliminate them for 

the first reading, then include them back in, we see the main point is a warning against unbelief, 

and in departing from Christ.  

IV The Provocation (7-14) 

The parenthetical text is Psalm 95:7-11. What is “the provocation”? In Psalm 95, it is the Hebrew 

word “Meribah”, which is an excellent clue. See Exodus 17:1-7. See also Numbers 14:23-34 – 

forty years; shall not enter in. 

Of course, this is more than Meribah. It represents the entire forty years of wandering. 

This is a setup for what is next, which is to further define who are the chosen ones, the people of 

God, the elect, the partakers of the covenant. Don’t stray from what? Don’t stray from Christ, 

and all that he means. He is the way of salvation. He is the way to heaven. He is the sacrifice that 

cleanses you from your sin. He it is in whom you must trust if you would see life eternal. 

V Not All Israel, Which are of Israel (15-19) 

This truth is repeated in Romans 9:6-8. See also Jude 1:4-5. Israel was God’s chosen people as a 

nation. Yet all of the people who came out of Egypt were not permitted access into the Promised 

Land. Being a Jew was not the determining factor. Rather, it was unbelief that caused those to 

die in the wilderness. 

This part is easier to understand, especially as a Gentile. Salvation is by grace through faith, not 

of works. God chose Israel as a nation through which to deliver his law and to give his Son to the 

world. Yet all those within Israel were not able to enter in to Canaan, but only those who 

believed God. In Galatians, we learn salvation has ALWAYS been by faith, as Abraham’s faith 

was accounted to him for righteousness before the law of Moses. This truth opens the gates for 

us Gentiles, as we can access Heaven and be saved by faith in Christ. 

Now let’s address those nagging ‘ifs’ in v6 and v14. Those who believed that God could lead 

them out of Egypt didn’t believe that he could sustain them in the wilderness. Therefore, as 

stated in Jude, they did not believe (as opposed to ‘stopped believing’).  

VI Conclusion (?) 

Wedding vows. She said “until death us do part”, but five years later she left him. No matter 

what anyone saw, no matter how she felt at the time she said it, she proved she didn’t mean it 

when she left him. And the only way she could really prove she meant it was to stay with him 

until death separated them. 

That may sound like you can lose your salvation. We don’t believe the Bible teaches that. 

There’s just too much that says otherwise. What’s the difference between “have you trusted 

Christ as your Savior”, and “are you trusting Christ as your Savior”? Analogy of following a 

guide through the Amazon jungle. I trusted him when we started out. But I still have to trust him. 

And if I stop trusting him, and depart, then I never did trust him. 

I believe this speaks more to the moment of salvation than the resultant time after.  

I have done many good things since I became a Christian. I have given a lot of money to the 

Lord. I pastored two churches. My daughter is a missionary in a third-world country. None of 

these things has enhanced my standing with God. You just have to believe that. 



On the other hand, I’ve said some terrible things, I’ve thought some terrible things, I’ve treated 

some people very poorly over the years, and at times I’ve neglected the fellowship of the saints. 

None of these sins has threatened my salvation. 

I have had many doubts and fears in forty years. I have never doubted that it is the blood of 

Christ that saves me. I have never considered looking for another path to salvation. I have never 

renounced my testimony that I am trusting in Jesus Christ to save me. 

What do you think about that? 

We are talking about trusting Christ to save us, not works or ritual. We’re not talking about 

starting to smoke cigarettes after you quit. If we can arrive at a place in our spiritual lives where 

we no longer believe that trusting in Jesus Christ’s sacrifice is the only way of salvation, then we 

never believed in the first place. 

You can only be born again once. But ye must be born again. There are many who make a 

profession, but their lives bear out that they are trusting in themselves and in their works for 

righteousness. That’s not a failing along the journey. That’s the wrong road. 

 


