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Hidden in Plain Sight 

Introduction 

Any thoughts, questions or comments from last week? 
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Beginning at Hebrews 2:17, the writer refers to Jesus as our “high priest” eleven times in this 

epistle. This is obviously a key point for the Hebrews to receive and understand. 

We have overused superlatives to the point of meaninglessness. “Awesome” (awe-inspiring) is 

used equally to describe a tsunami and the result of a new cookie recipe. Therefore it’s somewhat 

difficult to capture the magnitude of meaning that Christ’s association with the high priesthood 

had on Jews long-steeped in dead law and tradition.  

But let’s try. It would be like our government announcing that no more taxes will be collected – 

Federal, State, Local, School, Property – all gone. Think of what would be running through your 

mind. It really is that monumental of a change. 

The writer further develops Christ as high priest by comparing the Levitical priesthood with 

another “order”, seemingly obscure, but hidden in plain sight. 

Read Hebrews 5:1 – 7:10 (skipping 5:11 – 6:20). 

Open in prayer. 

The Aaronic Priesthood (Hebrews 5:1-5) 

We generally think of the Levites as a group when making reference to them serving in the 

temple. However, it was not all of the Levites. Each family had their own duties, and only 

specific lines could serve as priests. All priests were Levites, but not all Levites were priests. 
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Exodus 6:16-20 
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Genealogy chart 
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Numbers 16:1-3 

This action is the equivalent of rebelling against Jesus Christ, not the pastor. Jus’ sayin’. 

Simply being a Levite wasn’t a qualification. All sons of Kohath were not worthy. It was further 

down the bloodline of Levi, and God Almighty decided it would be Aaron. 

In v5, Christ did not appoint himself to the priesthood. Quoting Psalm 2:7, the Word of God 

established Christ as a son, and v6 establishes the son as a priest. 

The Melchisedec Priesthood (Hebrews 5:6-10) 
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Hebrews 5:6 is quoting Psalm 110:4. The next verses describe in general terms the passion of 

Christ (death, burial resurrection), in particular the Garden of Gethsemane.  

We should not suppose that Jesus was fearful, disobedient or imperfect. He suffered all things as 

a man so he could fully relate to us as humans, and his sufferings perfected his sacrifice. 

In v9, Christ became the author of “eternal” salvation. The Aaronic priesthood was temporary. 

The Melchisedec priesthood was established first, and continues forever. 
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See how horribly the Mormons butcher the priesthood. READ THE BIBLE! 

Melchisedec, Priest of the Most High God (Hebrews 7:1-10) 
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Who was Melchisedec? See Genesis 14:8-20. This is THE sole reference to Melchisedec. Note 

he was the king of Salem, which is Jerusalem. Similar to Elijah, Melchisedec simply appeared on 

the scene, with no record of his birth or death. 

This scene is kind of weird. It’s like watching an old black and white movie and seeing someone 

walk across the screen texting on an iPhone. What was that? You ask. But there’s no explanation 

or other reference, and on things go. 

Tithe means tenth. Abraham gave tithes to Melchisedec. You couldn’t really tell who gave who 

tithes in Genesis (we just scratched our heads and shrugged when it happened anyway), but it’s 

cleared up in Hebrews.  

Then the writer points out that Abraham the father of Levi the father of Aaron, whose priesthood 

received tithes of men, himself paid tithes to Melchisedec. This proves that Aaron the high priest 

was subject to Melchisedec the High Priest, and Jesus is of the order of Melchisedec. Jesus is 

greater than the Aaronic priesthood. 

Conclusion 

The mystery of God. It was there all the time, hidden in plain sight. Now it is being explained. 

Why is this important to us? Because of Hebrews 7:11-12. There has been a change in the 

priesthood, and that changes everything about how we approach and gain access to God. 

To the Gentile, we see that although we are not Jews, we still have access to the Holy of Holies, 

because our High Priest is not of Aaron, but Melchisedec. Melchisedec was not a Jew. He’s – 

well it almost seems like he exists outside of time. Without the constraints of the law, we have 

access to God Almighty through Jesus Christ. 

To the Jew, he sees that this has been God’s plan all along. The just always lived by faith. 

Salvation has always been by faith. The law was a schoolmaster. Now it’s graduation time. 

Our Christian life is about Jesus only, and Jesus always. 


